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Educational Beliefs of Japanese Marriage Migrants in
the Philippines: Focusing on the Impact of the COVID-
19 Pandemic on Educational Awareness and Practices

Yukinori Watanabe (Sagami Women's University)

Introduction

The global COVID-19 pandemic, which began in 2020,
has had a significant impact on the educational beliefs
and practices of Japanese families raising children
overseas. This study examines how Japanese marriage
migrants in the Philippines perceived and adapted to
the pandemic, drawing on interviews conducted
between 2018 and 2021. The research explores the
complex migration and settlement processes of these
families and how the pandemic influenced their
educational perspectives.

Overview of the Study

The study is based on interviews conducted with
Japanese marriage migrants in the Philippines before
and during the pandemic. Key findings from the 2018
interviews highlight several themes:

1) Fathers grapple with conflicting traditional gender
roles and modern expectations of fatherhood.

2) Child-rearing includes teaching Japanese
language.

3) Experiences of international marriage and
migration contribute to a tolerance for deviations
from standard educational norms in both Japan and
the Philippines.

4) A preference for living in the Philippines is based
on the belief that both children and parents can
gain global experiences.

While these findings were still relevant in 2021, the
pandemic brought notable changes:

- Economic difficulties arose due to the downturn in
international business, but parents spent more time
with their children.

- Children had less time in dysfunctional schools,
resulting in more time exposed to the Japanese
language at home.

- Comparisons with Japan increased concerns about
education in the Philippines.

- Once parents felt their children had acquired
"sufficient English proficiency," they began to
question the advantages of raising children in the
Philippines.

Overall, the study suggests that the pandemic caused a
loss of confidence in child-rearing in the Philippines.

Educational Beliefs and School Choices
These changing educational beliefs were symbolically
reflected in discussions about school choice. For parents

of school-aged children, these beliefs manifested in
concerns about language education. Selecting a
Japanese school is often seen as a declaration of intent
to raise their child as a "Japanese person" in the
Philippines, while choosing a local private or
international school is interpreted as preparing for the
possibility of future migration to a third country, such
as the United States. Thus, school choice can be
understood not only as a reflection of economic status
and future investment in the child’s identity but also as
a statement of the parents’ long-term relationship with
Philippine society.

Conclusion

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly influenced
the educational beliefs and practices of Japanese
families living in the Philippines. The parents’ anxiety
about education in the Philippines, particularly when
compared to Japan, reflects their struggle to reconcile
the value of the "global experience" that the Philippines
offers. However, it is important to note that this conflict
exists primarily among those with the means to
migrate between countries. The study acknowledges
that some families, due to economic, social, or cultural
reasons, may not have the option or desire to relocate.
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